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The Washington Region’s Commercial Airports: An Update

LWVNCA Update Discussion Questions

SURVEY

We would like to begin by taking an informal survey of airport use.  

How many of you have used (departed from or arrived at) any of the three airports in the past six months? 
How many have used Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI)? 
How many have used Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA)?  
How many have used Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD)?

What was the reason(s) for your choice of airport(s):

· Airline

· Flight Schedule (Arrival or Departure Times, Destination)

· Cost

· Proximity of Airport to Home or Business

· Access to/from Airport, including transportation

· Other

If you answered “yes” to the above, would you have preferred to use one of the other airports?  

(Please tally the responses to the above.)

Read current LWVNCA position.

Let’s look individually at the three components of the current position.

Balanced Use

Review ‘Airports Facts’ chart regarding the changes in the numbers of passengers per year since 1984.  

Based upon capital improvements at the three airports since the 1984 study, is more balanced use among the three commercial airports now being achieved, when compared with airport use in 1984?  Yes?  No?

Is it your opinion that DCA is still overused when compared to BWI and IAD?  Should BWI and IAD still be considered underused airports?  If so, what actions would you recommend to balance use among the three airports (please note the incentives mentioned in the current position were not elaborated upon in the previous study).

Briefly review the High Density and Perimeter Rules.

Should the following policies to limit congestion at DCA be continued?

· High Density Rule

· Perimeter Rule

Noise

Pass around the contour maps from each of the three airports, noting that the contours of greatest noise are now located within airport boundaries.  You might mention that the BWI map is outdated, and does not take into consideration the elimination of Stage 2 aircraft, which substantially shrunk the contours.

What is your experience with noise from these airports?  How many of you are bothered by noise from BWI?  DCA?  IAD? 

Is it still important that steps be taken to abate or mitigate noise problems at DCA?  If so, what could be done?

· Limit plane type (commercial, commuter, general aviation)

· Decibel Limit

· Flights per hour (High Density Rule)

· Scatter plan (please note a scatter plan was never implemented at DCA)

· Other

Should any of these steps, or others, be implemented at BWI, IAD to address noise issues? 

Land Use and Development

Land use policies have been implemented by governing jurisdictions in the vicinity of BWI and IAD.  Are there additional land use policies that should be considered for areas affected by airport operations (e.g., height, density, residential use, traffic)?  

Should more restrictive land use policies be implemented in the area around DCA?

LWVNCA Position
Should the current LWVNCA position be amended or expanded?

If you believe the position should be amended or expanded, do you believe a new study is necessary?

Are there important areas not addressed by the current position?  What are they?  Should these areas be included in new study?  Such topics could include, but are not limited to:

· additional study of local and regional ground and mass transportation impacting the airports, including Metrorail and Metrobus, and parking

· airport and homeland security issues and airline security

· the use and impact of airports not addressed in the original study (including Andrews Air Force Base, Montgomery County Airpark, College Park Airport, the Leesburg Executive Airport, the Manassas Regional Airport, and Davidson Army Airfield, among others)

· the impact of the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) on airport environs

· increase in military flights in the Washington region

· emission and pollutant reduction from airports and aircraft operations*

· increased use of helicopters in the Washington Region

· Other

*The European Commission proposed in late December to include greenhouse gas emission from aircraft in its emissions trading scheme. . . . Those emissions from international air travel have increased by 87 percent since 1990.  The article gives proposed solutions and says that under the proposal emissions from flights within the EU will have to meet the emissions cap starting in 2011, and all international flights arriving or departing from an EU airport will have to meet the emissions cap in 2012.

