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ANNUAL MEETING - MONDAY MAY 19  

It's a Potluck! Talk with County Executive Ike Leggett! 

We'll enjoy the best our League chefs prepare for us. Wine and hors d'oeuvres begin at 5:45pm followed
by a buffet potluck dinner. Meet new members - share a table. The Business Meeting will recognize our
50 Year Members, will review local positions and the outlook for next year. We will elect new officers.
We are delighted to have the County Executive join us for a discussion on current county issues and it will
be an opportunity for a give-and-take on your topics of interest, including the role of the League for the
coming year. See you there!

 

      MAY UNITS   -   ALTERNATIVE VOTING METHODS

  

 

Make YOUR Opinion Count!

Come to the May consensus units to decide what's most
important about our voting systems. We will seek agreement on
how to improve the way we cast and count our votes to make
democracy work better in Montgomery County. Be prepared -
instead of a Voters' Guide, check out your December fact sheet
to remind yourself of our voting demonstrations. Then read
through the pluses and minuses of the systems inside this
newsletter. Every opinion counts - BE THERE!

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD , INC.

NEWSLETTER
Published monthly, September to June, by the Citizen Education Fund

12216 Parklawn Dr, Ste 101, Rockville, MD 20852 * Tel: 301-984-9585 * Fax: 301-984-9586
Web site: www.lwvmd.org/mont * E-mail: lwvmc@erols.com

Promoting political responsibility through informed and active participation in government

BOX 1
We’re ALL for it!

BOX 2
We just can’t agree

BOX 3
NO way!!
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League of Women Voters of
   Montgomery County, MD

Executive Committee:
President
Diane Hibino  263-9876
Communications VP
Elaine Apter  438-8707
Program VP
Jean Clarren  460-7146
Action VP
Connie Tonat  279-7796
Secretary 
Ruth Erk  572-2156
Treasurer
Linna Barnes  654-3604

Committees:
Ag Reserve
Margaret Chasson  942-0497
Alternative Election Study
Barbara Sanders  587-1323
Education
Carla Satinsky  424-2255
Health
Laura Ryan  493-4318
Housng
Melpi Jeffries  530-5452
International Relations
Judy Whiton  963-9432 
Ruth Hayn  598-4999
Judical Independence
Marlene Cohn  942-1751
Land Use
Aleen Starkweather  570-2025
Making Democracy Work
Barbara Sanders  587-1323
Natural Resources
Linda Silversmith  294-0566
Network for Children
Pat Plunkett  585-2891
Social Policy
Marilyn Smith  530-4746
Transportation
Harry Sanders  587-1323

Membership
Luda Shields 384-4098

Newsletter Editors
Maxine Lewack  384-8255
Nancy Zaharko  460-1419

*All phone # area code 301
 

A good crowd enjoyed an educational and entertaining
performance "Petticoats in Politics" by Kate Campbell
Stevenson at Asbury Village recently. She transformed from
Abigail Adams to a Wyoming town council candidate to Alice
Paul and to Eleanor Roosevelt before our eyes in her one-
woman show about women in history who went against the
odds and stood up for their beliefs - whether running for
political office, protesting not having the right to vote, or

overcoming a lack of self-confidence. Kudos to Kate and to Asbury Methodist
Village for hosting the event and the Asbury League members who helped direct
us to our seats. We want to thank Darian and her dad who brought the League's
Montgomery County Historical Society prize winning exhibit on the "Pros and
Cons of Women Suffrage" to the performance. 

We also worked hard last month on candidate forums for the Special Election
District 4 Council primary. We appreciate the efforts of the Sandy Spring Friends
School and of Riderwood for hosting the forums. We produced the first ever on-
line version of the Voters' Guide at our website which was advertised in The
Beacon. Thanks go to Barbara Sanders and Jim Pugsley. The League received
compliments for running the forums and we were mentioned several times in the
local media. 

We are reaching that time of the year where we look back at accomplishments
and forward to new challenges. Annual meetings and conventions bring League
members together for good discussion and problem-solving. I hope we can
address such looming problems as how to reform the health care system,
immigration laws, and farm and energy issues so that the economy can be strong
and that the political will of our leaders serves the interests of those Americans
who need the most help. We should each focus on one issue and support the
necessary changes. 

See you at Annual Meeting on May 19th. 

Diane Hibino

IN MEMORY

We received a contribution last month In Memory of Jonney and Fred Lawrence.
A donation to the League is a wonderful way to honor League members past and
present.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
 Dorothy Broadman

 Leticia Cano
 Dorothy Cockrell

 Geraldine Polinger
 

 Looking forward to meeting you all. For the Unit membership chairs, 
 please make sure that our new members are invited to Unit meetings 

 and our other League activities.
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MAY EVENTS CALENDAR 2008

       30 Wed    9:45 am May LWVMC Board Meeting, held last day of April (April 30) 

       1 Thu   10:15 am    Unit Council, LWVMC Office

       2  Fri    10:00  am   Alternative Election Methods Consensus Dry Run with  

  Discussion Leaders, LWVMC Office

      8,12-14   Thu, Mon-Wed     Units: Counting Votes So Every Vote Counts - Consensus

      13            Tue   7am-8 pm   Special General Election for County Council District 4 seat

      17             Sat   9:30-2:00    NCA Annual Meeting

      19             Mon 6:00-9:00   LWVMC Annual Meeting – Cedar Lane Unitarian Church; Dinner at 6:00

   Business meeting at 6:30; speaker Ike Leggett at 8:00  

      26            Mon            Memorial Day - Office Closed

      

MAY COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Always call the chairperson to verify time and location

  9   Fri          1:00 pm     Pedestrian and Bike Safety Study Committee, LWVMC Office,  

                                          contact Nancy Soreng, 301-986-1916, nsoreng@comcast.net

16   Fri          1:00 pm    Ag Committee meeting, Margaret Chasson, 9608 Hawick Lane, 

Kensington, 301-942-0497         

19    Mon      9:30 am    Health Committee meeting at Mary Jane Zusy's home, 10009 Frederick Ave.  

                                             Kensington. Call Laura Ryan 301-493-4318   

20    Tue     10:00 am     Housing Committee, 5905 Anniston Rd., Bethesda, Melpi Jeffries, 

call 301-530-5452   

21    Wed     1:30 pm     Network for Children, Pat Plunkett, 2016 Coleridge Rd, Apt # 202, 

call 301- 585-2891

22    Thu      1:30 pm     International Relations Committee meeting at Ruth Gruenberg's, 4018 Intersoll Drive

                                       Silver Spring. Call Judy Whiton 301-963-9432 or Ruth Hayn, 301-598-4999 

29    Thu      1:00 pm     Transportation Committee meeting, LWVMC Office contact Harry Sanders, 

call 301- 587-1323,  sandersh@verizon.net 

The Land Use Committee will meet by email and telephone in May.  

Call Aleen Starkweather, Chair, at 301-570-2025 or email:  Aleenst@aol.com.

OTHER COMMITTEE CONTACTS

              Ag Reserve, Margaret Chasson, 301-942-0497

    Education, Carla Satinsky, 301-424-2255          

    Natural Resources, Linda Silversmith, 301-294-0566 

                              

June Upcoming Events on next page
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UPCOMING EVENTS – JUNE

4         Wed Making Democracy Work Committee, 7:30 pm; contact Barbara 

Sanders, 301-587-1323,  BSanders@TerpAlum.umd.edu   

5             Thu Unit Council, 10:15 a.m., LWVMC Office

9-12       Mon-Thu Units:  Housing and Health Care for the Homeless - consensus

13-17     Fri-Tues LWVUS Convention – Portland Oregon 

18          Wed Program Calendar Meeting (afternoon, tentative) with Resource

Committee Chairs; contact Jean Clarren, 301-460-7146, 

s_clarren@hotmail.com                                

25          Wed LWVMC New Board/Old Board Retreat                                                

   

MARYLAND VOTER

One of the benefits of membership in the LWV is our tri-annual Maryland Voter. 
The Voter is available in print or by email.

If you would like to receive it via email, you can subscribe by going to
http://lwvmd.org/mailman/listinfo/mdvoter_lwvmd.org .  Enter your email
address, your name, and a password of your choice (you may use the same
password for all LWV email lists).

If you’re not sure if you are already subscribed, go ahead and subscribe again. 
The system will tell you if you're already subscribed.  If you have any questions
or difficulties with subscribing for the email version, please don't hesitate to ask!

You can receive the Voter in both email and print.  To receive the Voter in print,
if you don’t already, send your name and mailing address to Ursula at the state
office by email at lwvmd@verizon.net or call her at 410-269-0232.
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MARYLAND  LEAGUERS  NAMED TO 
LWVUS  TASK FORCE

Two Maryland League members, LWVMD President
Lu Pierson and Montgomery County member
Barbara Hankins, have been appointed by LWVUS
President Mary Wilson to serve on a newly
established Elections Audits Taskforce.  

The Taskforce will be co-chaired by LWVUS Board
Member Judy Duffy and Norm Turrill (LWV-
Oregon), and will focus on what the features of an
election auditing process should be in order to best
protect the voters and provide confidence in voting. 

The Taskforce will spend the next months reviewing
and researching a number of questions related to
election audits, and will provide information to the
LWVUS Board.

LWVMD NEEDS TREASURER VOLUNTEER

Training to Be Provided

Barbara Russell, the very efficient and competent
Treasurer of LWVMD, has indicated a desire to leave
the State Board in 2009.  She is willing to train the
next Treasurer over the coming year.  The Nominating
Committee is looking for a member who is willing to
commit to three years of learning and doing the
Treasurer’s job.

The Treasurer’s position is crucial to the smooth
operation of the LWVMD.  A person needs computer
skills, number skills and an understanding of the
difference between the advocacy mission of the
LWVMD and the educational role of the non-profit
Maryland Voter Education Fund.

Are you interested?  Can you recommend someone
who would do this well?  Contact:  Carol Filipczak,
cfilipczak@comcast.net or call her at 410.269.0232

MAY TRANSIT UNIT UPDATE

All the links and contacts from the May Transit in Montgomery Fact Sheet are available as a one page link from
the bottom of the League's website. Check it out to find out more on where to get your senior ID card and the
discounted senior SmarTrip card to make traveling by transit easier. The following Giant Food outlets in
Montgomery County sell SmarTrip Senior/Disabled Cards: 

in Bethesda at 7142 Arlington Rd. (Bethesda Row West) 

in Chevy Chase at 5463 Wisconsin Avenue (Friendship Heights Shopping Center) 

in Gaithersburg at 16837 Crabbs Branch Ave. (Shady Grove Shopping Center) 

in Rockville at 12051 Rockville Pike. (Montrose Road Shopping Center)
and in Silver Spring at 11221 New Hampshire Ave. (White Oak Shopping Center) and
1280 East West Hwy (Blair Park Shopping Center).

ANNUAL MEETING WORKBOOKS HAVE
BEEN MAILED OUT

In preparation for the upcoming Annual Meeting
in May, an Annual Meeting Workbook has been
mailed to all active members. Those households
with two or more members will just receive one
copy. If you haven't received your Workbook or
if you need another, please call or email the
League office.

Cindy Snow 301-984-9585 lwvmc@erols.com

                                        
Licensed, Insured  MHIC 65167
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NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

   MIKE EIDLIN               (301) 871-9563      
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ACTION ACTIVITIES

HB826 which would have allowed Montgomery County to establish a public funding system for
County Council and County Executive passed the House but died in the Senate Education Health
and Environmental Affairs Committee.  Although supported by the entire County Council, the
County Executive, the majority of the Montgomery County Delegation and a number of civic
groups, the bill could not garner enough committee votes to get to the floor of the Senate. 
LWVMC testified on a couple of occasions and have encouraged our delegation to support the
bill.  We also had the support of LWVMD.   There’s always next year!

President Diane Hibino testified at the County Council’s budget hearing on April 9.  Her
testimony was prepared from input provided by ten of our LWVMC committee chairs.   We
supported the idea of an increase in the property tax in order to maintain county services in the
face of the large budget deficit.  We urged full funding for the Board of Elections in light of the
upcoming presidential election; supported planned funding of the Housing Initiative Fund and
CIP funds to construct the new southern entrance to the Bethesda Metro station but expressed
concern about the reduction in funding for Ride- On – Services.  We suggested increased support
for the Infants and Toddlers Program but raised concerns about reduction of funding to
Montgomery Cares and the elimination of two pilot programs, reduction in Personal Care
services and the loss of the day program at Gude Men’s Shelter.  We encouraged the Council to
continue to provide financial support for preparation and implementation of Master Plans, Sector
Plans and the Growth Policy.  We pointed out that, although we have supported the concept of an
ambulance service without fees since 1992, we recognized the need for another look at this
policy.  However we recommended that the Council delay implementation in order to look in
greater detail at the possible impacts on service delivery and to provide a greater opportunity for
public input.  A complete copy of the League’s budget testimony can be found on the LWVMC
website.

Barbara Hankins, Action Co-Chair
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Saturday, May 17, 2008
9:30 a.m. –  1:00 p.m.

Jurys Hotel, Westbury Ballroom
1500 New Hampshire Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20036

Agenda:   Registration, 9:30; Seated Breakfast, served 9:45.
Guest speaker:  Anne Kornblut , Washington Post reporter who has been covering
the primaries, will give us her insight into the politics of the nomination process for
Presidential candidates.  Adjourn, approximately 1:00 p.m.

Cost:  $35. 

Transportation:  Hotel is located on DuPont Circle. If taking Metro, get off at
Red Line’s DuPont Metro Stop and take North Exit.  Walk to the right about 30
steps to traffic light on Connecticut Avenue.  Cross avenue and walk right one
block to DuPont Circle.  Jurys Hotel is next left on circle.  If driving, carpools
are suggested.  Street parking in area is available on Saturday morning.  Good
valet parking costing $16.60 ($15. + tax) is available from Jurys Hotel.

RSVP to andreagruhl@aol.com signifying intent to attend.  Make check
payable to LWVNCA. Mail check with completed registration form (below ) by
May 10 to:  Andrea Gruhl, 5990 Jacob’s Ladder, Columbia, MD  21045-3817.   
Questions?  301-596-5460.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(Cut & mail)~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Name:_______________________________  

Street Address: _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Telephone:___________________________

Email: _______________________________

League:______________________________

Delegate? Circle “Yes” or “No.”

Make check for $35 payable to LWVNCA.  Mail form and check by May 10 to:
Andrea Gruhl, 5990 Jacob’s Ladder, Columbia, MD 21045-3817  
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 MAY  2008  UNIT  MEETINGS

THURSDAY, May 8
Patuxent    9:30 a    809 Hobbs Drive, Silver Spring

 Louella Mast       301.384.4178
White Oak 9:30 a    1001 Forest Grove Drive, Silver Spring

 Helen Gray          301.681.8041 

                          MONDAY, May 12
Riderwood   1:00 p    Montgomery Station Craft Rm      

  Nancy Allison    301.586.0067
        Rockville PM  2:30 p   LWV Office, 12216 Parklawn         

     Judy Davis         240.342.2480

                       TUESDAY, May 13
Tuesday AM 10:00 a  3210 N Leisure World Blvd #202

      Marge Olson      301.598.0511    
Takoma Park  7:30 p Coffield Community Ctr.

  2450 Lyttonsville Rd., Silver Spring
   Sylvia Olivetti       301.495.0714

                      WEDNESDAY, May 14 
Rossmoor                  9:30 a Clubhouse I,  3701 Rossmore Blvd   

Elaine Apter    301.438.8707
Bethesda/Potomac    9:30 a  9608 Hawick Ln,  Kensington  

Margaret Chasson     301.942.0497
Wednesday Noon     12:01 p 7502 Nevis Road, Bethesda 

   Deborah Ehrenstein 301.229.0127
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MARYLAND, Inc.

STATE COUNCIL

Saturday, May 31, 2008 in Westminster MD

John Street Quarters Community Hall,  Westminster Fire Engine and Hose Company #1
28 John Street,   Westminster MD 21158

Council is the biennial meeting held by LWVMD in years when we do not have a state League Convention.  The purpose of
Council is to adopt the annual budget for LWVMD and to provide a yearly update to League members about LWVMD
activities.

Although only two delegates from each local League may vote as delegates, all League members are invited and
encouraged to attend.  There will be portfolio reports including an update on the 2007 General Assembly session.   In
particular, the lively discussion about the upcoming LWVUS Convention in Portland will be of interest to all Maryland
delegates to that Convention and to all League members who want to share their thoughts about the proposed LWVUS dues
increase, proposed changes to LWVUS bylaws and adoption of LWVUS program.

Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. and we will adjourn at 2:30 p.m.

Our lunch speaker will be David R. Blumberg, Chairman, Maryland Parole Commission.

All League members who register will receive in the mail a Council Workbook that includes a full Agenda,
LWVMD portfolio reports and the proposed budget for 2009 as well as other meeting materials.

DIRECTIONS TO STATE COUNCIL

If you are coming from the West, get yourself to I-70 and go east to exit 68 for MD-27 N toward Mt. Airy.  Turn left at MD-
27 N/Ridge Rd.  Continue to follow MD-27 N for 18 miles. Turn left at W Main St/MD-32, and very soon after that turn right
at John Street.

If you are coming from the East, we suggest you avoid I-70 and take I-795 from the Baltimore Beltway, exit 19.  Go to the
end, about 9 miles, and merge onto MD-140 toward Westminster for about 12 miles.  Turn left onto Englar road, and left
again onto John Street.  

From the South – take I-97 North towards Baltimore.  At exit 17 A ramp take right into I-695 (Baltimore Beltway).  At exit
19 follow instructions above (from the East).

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
RESERVATION FORM – Deadline: May 23, 2008

Name __________________________________      Local League _________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

______ Delegate      ______ Visitor/Guest

Phone __________________________________      Email _______________________________

Cost :   $30.00  includes workbook,  morning coffee and snacks,  and box lunch.

Enclosed check:  ___________________ 

Mail to:   LWVMD,  106B South Street,  Annapolis MD 21401     (410-269-0232)



JOIN US:  A unique volunteer, nonpartisan, grassroots, multi-issue organization, to study, lobby, educate, testify and
observe.  Founded in 1920:  The League of Women Voters promotes political responsibility through informed, active
participation in government.
LWV MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC., 12216 Parklawn Dr. , Suite 101, Rockville, MD 20852
Tel: 301-984-9585;  FAX: 301-984-9586;  email: lwvmc@erols.com;  website: www.lwvmd.org/mont

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________________

Tel:  (H)  _____________________________ email: _______________________________________________

ANNUAL DUES: Regular Membership  $60.00 __________________

2nd member, same house  $30.00                                      

Student Membership  $15.00 __________________

Make check payable to LWVMC TOTAL: __________________
Dues include membership in LWVUS, LWVMD, LWV/NCA, L WVMC, subscriptions to LWVMC Newsletter, the Maryland
Voter and the National Voter.
*********************
How do you know if your dues are about to expire?  Check your mailing label.  The date in the top right corner of your
mailing label is your expiration date.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY MD, INC.
12216 Parklawn Dr, Suite 101
Rockville, MD 20852-1710

DATED MATERIAL

2007/2008, No. 9 May 2008
Deadline for June Newsletter

Thursday, May 15, 2008

This Newsletter is published by
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC.
- CITIZEN EDUCATION FUND

Tel: (301) 984-9585
Fax: (301) 984-9586
email: lwvmc@erols.com

President: Diane Hibino
Co-Editors: Maxine Lewack

Nancy Zaharko

Email submissions to:
newsletter@mont.LWVMD.org

Office Hours:
Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 10:00am-3:00pm
Tuesday: 1pm-5:30pm


