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JOIN US FOR FEBRUARY UNITS! 

 
ADMINISTRATION OF 
JUSTICE:  THE SEQUEL 
  

You had questions about the 
judicial system, and we have 
some answers.  You will learn 
how the Maryland courts are 
financed.  When we studied the 
Maryland court system last year, there were many 
questions about these historic offices, their 
functions, and whether they should be elected or 
appointed.  The State League Administration of 
Justice Committee found that there is little public 
understanding of what these institutions actually 
do, and how their duties relate to how these 
officials are chosen.  You will also have the 
opportunity to determine the League's positions on 
the selection of judges in the Orphans Court, the 
Registers of Wills, Clerks of the Court, and 
Sheriffs.  Come and be enlightened! 

                         

      
 
This is a State League study, and the February 
units are consensus meetings. 
 

FEBRUARY BROWN BAG  
 

CLOSING THE 
ACHIEVEMENT GAP  

 
                     Monday February 22 

12 to 2 PM 
Twinbrook Library 

(off of Viers Mill Road at 202 Meadow Hall Road, 
Rockville, 20851) 
 
Exploring the achievement gap that 
affects many Hispanic and African 
American students.  The three 
featured speakers are Dr. Judy 
Docca (Montgomery County 
Public Schools Board of Education 
Member), Ruby Rubens from the Study Circles, 
and Diego Uriburu from Identity.  They all work 
with these students.   
 
Presented by the LWV Education Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bring your lunch.  Drinks and dessert will be 
provided. 

 

          THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD , INC. 

   NEWSLETTER  
 

                    Published monthly, September to June, by the Citizen Education Fund 
 
     12216 Parklawn Dr, Ste 101, Rockville, MD 20852  *  Tel:  301-984-9585  *  Fax:  301-984-9586 
                   Web site:  www.lwvmd.org/mont  *  E-mail:  lwvmc@erols.com 
 

   Promoting political responsibility through informed and active participation in government 



LWVMC Newsletter No. 6  February 2010 2 

League of Women Voters of 
   Montgomery County 

 
Executive Committee: 
Co-Presidents 
Elaine Apter  438-8707* 
Diane Hibino  263-9876 
Membership VP 
Nancy Bliss  365-5403 
Action VP 
Barbara Hankins  493-4425 
Program VP 
Maxine Lewack  384-8255 
Secretary  
Ruth Erk  572-2156 
Treasurer 
Linna Barnes  654-6145 
 
Committees: 
Administration of Justice 
Marlene Cohn  942-1751 
Education 
Yvonne Hudson  384-5421 
Gang Activities 
Connie Tonat  279-7796 
Health 
Eva Feder  530-7621 
Barbara Sonnino  229-0943 
Housng 
Melpi Jeffries  530-5452 
International Relations 
Ruth Hayn  598-4999 
Judy Whiton  963-9432  
Land Use 
Margaret Chasson  942-0497 
Local Campaign Finance 
Ralph Watkins  608-0147 
Making Democracy Work 
Barbara Sanders  587-1323 
Natural Resources 
Linda Silversmith  294-0566 
Network for Children 
Pat Plunkett  585-2891 
Social Policy 
Connie Tonat  279-7796 
Transportation 
Harry Sanders  587-1323 
 
Newsletter Editors: 
Alyce Ortuzar  774-6617 
Nancy Zaharko  460-1419 
 
*All phone area codes are 301 
 

                Message from Our Co-President  
 
 
 
 
 

We are totally delighted that our Co-President Elaine has returned to League 
activities.  Her League passion is Program and the planning process, and she 
assisted Vice President of Programs Maxine Lewack at the mid-January 
Program Planning meetings.  Nearly 50 members discussed and debated ideas 
for the national League (LWVUS) and local program plans for the coming 
years.  Thanks to both of you!  
 
The first Call to Convention has been made for the June 11–15, 2010, National 
League Convention - Making Democracy Work:  A History of Change, A 
Future of Hope.  Leaguers from 50 states, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, and 
Hong Kong will join in celebrating 90 years of achievements and will chart the 
course for the next two years.  Our local League is permitted to bring at least six 
delegates, and I want to encourage any member who is interested to attend, 
especially if you have never participated in a Convention.  You can be a part of 
the excitement as the delegate body debates and adopts the 2010–2012 national 
program, the budget, and amendments to the LWVUS Bylaws.  There will also 
be the election of new officers and directors.  And you will hear thought-
provoking speakers of national stature.  The convention will be at the Marriott 
Atlanta Marquis in the heart of downtown Atlanta at the Peachtree Center.  The 
hotel is near CNN, Martin Luther King's Historic Site and Visitor Center, Jimmy 
Carter’s Presidential Library, and myriad dining selections.  It would be 
excellent if we could have one or two first-time delegates from our League.  
There is budgeted assistance for all delegates.  Please let me know if you would 
like to attend. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Diane Hibino 
 

*******************************************  

IN MEMORIAM  
 
Previous LWVMC member and long time resident of the Bannockburn 
Community in Bethesda, Zelda Janus, passed away in November in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.  Her family requested that memorials in honor of Zelda be sent to 
the League of Women Voters of Montgomery County.  We appreciate the 
generosity of her family and friends who have made contributions to the League 
In Memory of Zelda Janus. 
 
LWVMC also received a contribution In Memory of Elaine P. Friedman.  We 
are lucky to have such honored members and thoughtful friends. 
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FEBRUARY 2010 EVENTS CALENDAR 
(All meetings are open to the public) 

DATE & TIME EVENT LOCATION 

  3    Wed        9:45 am LWVMC Board Meeting Commission for Women 
401 N. Washington St, Rockville 

  4    Thurs      10:15 am Unit Council Meeting LWVMC Office, 12216 Parklawn 
Dr, #101, Rockville 

  8–11    Mon–Thurs Units – Administration of Justice See page 6 for times and locations 

10    Wed        6:00 pm Purple Line Event Performing Arts Center, 
Montgomery College/Takoma Park 

12    Fri        10:00 am 
Also the 19th  and 26th 

Great Decisions Chalice House, Cedar Lane 
Unitarian Church, 9601 Cedar Lane 

15    Mon Presidents’ Day-Office Closed  

22    Mon      12:00 – 2:00 pm Brown Bag - Education Twinbrook Library, 202 Meadow 
Hall Drive, Rockville 

25    Thurs       8:30 am Legislative Day in Annapolis House of Delegates (see page 7) 
 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Please check with the chairperson for any changes in time or locale.  

(See page 2 for Committee Chairs and contact information) 

  2     Tues         1:30 pm Education LWVMC Office 

12     Fri          10:30 am Transportation LWVMC Office 

15     Mon       10:00 am Health  LWVMC Office 

16     Tues       10:30 am Housing 5905 Anniston  Rd. Bethesda 

COMING UP IN MARCH 

  2     Tues         1:30 pm Education Committee LWVMC Office 

  3     Wed         9:45 am LWVMC Board Meeting Commission for Women 

  4     Thurs      10:15 am Unit Council LWVMC Office 

12     Fri            7:30 pm Capitol Steps Comedy Group Reagan Building, Washington DC 

Meetings held at the following locations are handicap accessible: 
LWVMC office, Commission for Women, and Montgomery County Libraries. 

�
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

We look forward to meeting you.  Please join us at a Unit Meeting, Brown Bag, or other League 
activity.       

                  Kenneth Adler   Chevy Chase 
                  Mary Ann Deak   Germantown 
                 Sharrill Dittmann Rockville        
                 Nancy Miles  Rockville 
                 Ann Reifman  Bethesda 

 
 

 
TUESDAY PM UNIT 

 
The Takoma Park/Silver Spring Unit has changed its name – it is now the Tuesday PM 
Unit.  We are now more centrally located in Silver Spring, just off Georgia Avenue or 
Chevy Chase, and just below East-West Highway.  We meet the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7:30 pm either at the home of Carol Gross or Ralph Watkins.  We are the only 
evening unit, and we welcome new working members, young people with small children, 
etc.  If you are interested in joining us, please let Sylvia Brown Olivetti know 
(sbolivetti@aol.com), or check the monthly newsletter to see whether we will be meeting 

at Carol's or at Ralph's (see page 6).  The February Unit will be at the home of Carol Gross -- contact either 
Carol (carolwgma@gmail.com) or Sylvia for directions. 

*************************  
ACTION NEWS 

from Barbara Hankins VP/Action � 
 

The Maryland Legislature convened for its 2010 session on January 13th.  Congress came back into 
session on January 5th.  LWVMD and LWVUS will be following the proceedings and taking action on 
issues that are on our action agendas.  All members who have e-mail addresses should be receiving free 
copies of the Report from State Circle, the biweekly legislative newsletter published by LWVMD.  If you 
would like to subscribe to a hard copy mailed to your house, for a small fee, please contact the LWVMD 
office at 410-269-0232. 
 
February 25th is the date of the LWVMD Legislative Day.  This is a great opportunity to meet with our 
legislators and to learn more about what is happening in state government.  Our League needs a fair number 
of members so we can visit all 32 of our legislators in the space of a little more than an hour.  Please call the 
LWVMC office to sign up.  Even if you have already signed up at a League meeting, don’t forget that 
everyone also needs to send in the registration form and fee to the LWVMD office.  The form is in this issue 
of the LWVMC newsletter (page 7).  We will try to put people in contact with others in their general 
geographic areas so they can carpool.  If you are new to lobbying, we will pair you with a more experienced 
member.  You will receive materials about League positions and your specific lobbying assignments before 
the 25th. 

LAND USE DECISIONS IN THE COUNTY 
 

The Land Use Committee is actively following county discussions and decisions on the 
Agricultural Preserve, the West Gaithersburg Life Sciences proposal, and the White Flint Master 
Plan.  The committee is looking for residents who want to be more involved with and more 
informed about these plans, especially anyone who can attend and follow the White Flint Plan.  
Please contact Margaret Chasson (301.942.0497) to find out more about these vitally important 
opportunities. 
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Next Natural Resources Committee Meeting - March 12 - Save the Date 
 
The Natural Resources (NR) Committee is always appreciative of new participants interested 
in exploring these issues throughout the county.  It has been about 15 years since our 
Committee last looked at, and educated other LWVMC members about, the Montgomery 
County school system's environmental programs and curricula.  This year, we have begun to 
take another look.  We decided to focus on environmental studies and extracurricular activities in the SERT 
program.  The SERT program promotes efficient and responsible energy use in all Montgomery County 
Public Schools.  In March, we will be meeting with Hillary H. Kirchman, the SERT Program Manager.  

Anyone who is interested in joining us should contact NR Chair Linda Silversmith (301-294-
0566, lindas@capaccess.org).  To learn more about SERT, visit the Green School Web site: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/greenschoolsfocus/sert.shtm.    
 

NOTES FROM LWV STATE PRESIDENT NANCY SORENG 
 
I have been spending most Tuesdays going through 30 years of LWVMD records.  I continue to be 
impressed by the number of projects that we have undertaken through the years.  Working on our own, or 
with coalition partners, we have participated in major projects such as writing a new constitution for 
Maryland, participating in a Court Watch Program, hosting a summit on the Chesapeake Bay, convening a 
forum on gambling, and many more.  Together, in the coming New Year, we can keep up the League 
tradition of actively engaging in civic life. 

LWVMD Advocacy Course a Success 
With over 40 attendees, fantastic panelists, and a terrific luncheon speaker, the LWVMD 
advocacy course held in Annapolis on November 14 was deemed a success by all who 
were there.  The day started with presentations from all three District 42 delegates about 
what kinds of interactions from the public are helpful to them as they make decisions on 
legislation before them.  The presentations were followed by a panel of professional 
lobbyists who shared with us some of their tips on being an effective advocate.  Our 
luncheon speaker, Congressman John Sarbanes, told us about some of the key features in HR 3962, the 
Affordable Health Care for America Act.  One of the highlights of the day was the enthusiastic participation 
of 4 students from Washington College.  A collaboration between the Kent County League and the college 
provided the registration fees for the four students.  This sort of cooperation is a model that all Leagues 
should think about for our next course. 

VOTE 411 Is One of Ten Ways To Change the World 
LWVUS recently learned that VOTE411.org is featured in a new book, Ten Ways to Change the World in 
Your Twenties.  VOTE411.org and the League are featured in Chapter 3, “Ways to Be the Life of Your 
Party” (p. 60).  Literature like this is a great way to get young people excited about political awareness and 
the great work of the League! 
 

PROGRAM PLANNING MEETINGS FEEDBACK 
 

On Monday evening January 11th, and Tuesday morning January 12th, LWVMC held it's annual 
Program Planning Meetings at Cedar Lane Unitarian Church.  There were 18 members present in 
the evening, and 27 the next morning.  From just "eye-balling" the groups, it seemed as if every 
Unit and every Resource Committee was represented.  The Board and the participants in the 
Annual Meeting will have their say about which topics will make the final cut, but the topics 
suggested promise an exciting 2010-2011 year.  Special thanks to Elaine Apter, Kathy McGuire, 

Barbara Hankins, Cindy Snow, and Ruth Erk for all of their help.  (From Maxine Lewack.) 



LWVMC Newsletter No. 6  February 2010 6 

                       ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE: 
                                    THE SEQUEL 
 

 
 

                                FEBRUARY UNIT MEETINGS 
 

                                All meetings are open to the public. 
Meetings held at the LWVMC office, Riderwood, and Rossmoor are handicap accessible.        

 
Monday, Feb 8 

1:00 pm Riderwood Unit, Nancy Allison 301.586.0067, Montgomery Station - Craft Room, Riderwood    
 
2:30 pm Rockville PM Unit, Judy Davis 240.342.2480, LWVMC Office, 12216 Parklawn Drive, Rockville    

 
Tuesday, Feb 9 

10:00 am Tuesday AM Unit, Karen Sargeant 301.460.4786, 14202 Parkvale Road, Rockville 
 
7:30 pm Tuesday PM Unit, Carol Gross 301.652.2236, 3208 Pickwick Lane, Chevy Chase 
 

       Wednesday, Feb 10 
9:30 am Bethesda/Potomac Unit, Margaret Chasson 301.942.0497, 9608 Hawick Lane, Kensington 
 
9:30 am Rossmoor at Leisure World Unit, Elaine Apter 301.438.8707, Clubhouse I, 3701 Rossmoor Blvd., 
Silver Spring      
 
12:00 Wednesday Noon Unit, Maxine Montgomery 301.299.6180, 7 Charen Court, Potomac  
 

  Thursday, Feb 11 
9:30 am Patuxent Unit, Barbara Knox 301.570.0154, Friend’s House-Lounge A, Sandy Spring     
 
9:30 am White Oak Unit, Marcia Bond 301.649.4186, 10607 Glenhaven Drive, Silver Spring 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
            
 
 
 
 

         Licensed, Insured 
MHIC 65167 

�
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                   NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL 
                        ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

 
MIKE EIDLIN        (301) 871-9563 
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Join the League of Women Voters of Maryland and AAUW Maryland for 
�

���������	��
���

�
�

Thursday, February 25, 2010 
House of Delegates Building 

Room 170, 6 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
 

$35.00 (includes buffet lunch with vegetarian option; parking not included) 
Guests are welcome 

 
8:30 AM - 10:10 AM - Registration – Room 170, House of Delegates Building 

  (Morning Coffee available lower level Delegates Bldg.) 
 
8:30AM - 10:00 AM - Visit with your delegation to the Maryland General Assembly 
 
Contact your Local League President for background materials and instructions.  Once you 
have registered, please let your local league office know.  
  
Note: Local Leagues are responsible for making appointments with legislators in 
advance. Photo ID required for admission to all Maryland government buildings. 
 
10:15AM  State budget presentation by Warren Deschenaux, Director, Office of 

Policy Analysis, MD Department of Legislative Services 
   Update on legislation in current session by reporters from LWVMD 

Report from State Circle 
   Presentation of AAUW legislative priorities 
Noon   Lunch - Ram’s Head Tavern, 33 West St. 
 
   SPEAKER: Linda Lamone, State Administrator of Elections  
� ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Registration Form -LEGISLATIVE DAY -   February 25,  2010                Deadline:  Feb. 22, 2010  
NAME _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LOCAL LEAGUE or AUW________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE ______________________________  EMAIL __________________________________________________ 
 
No. _________   @ $35.00                  TOTAL PAID  $ ______________________ 

                               Make check payable to: LWVMD and mail to: 106B South Street, Annapolis, MD 21401 -   
                    Phone: 410-269-0232 
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The League of Women Voters  
of the National Capital Area 

 

Offers an evening of laughs with the fabulous  
 

Capitol Steps Comedy Group 
 

Friday,  March 12, 2010  at  7:30 pm 
 

In the Reagan Building located at 1300 Pennsylvania Ave, NW in D.C. 
 

Tickets for fundraiser are $45 
Reservation deadline is March 5, 2010 

Mail the form below with check payable to NCA to: 
Barbara Sherrill 

 4826 N. 17th Street 
Arlington, VA  22207 

 
The Federal Triangle metro stop (orange/blue lines) is connected to the Reagan Building and International Trade 
Center by a covered passageway. The Metro Center metro stop (red line) is two blocks away, and the Smithsonian 
metro stop (orange/blue lines) is within walking distance. 
 

 
Capitol Steps Comedy Group  -  March 12, 2010 

 
 
Name:________________________________________________    Phone:__________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________  League___________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________  Number of Tickets: _________________ 
 
E-mail address________________________________________________ 

 
 



�

 

JOIN US:  A unique volunteer, nonpartisan, grassroots, multi-issue organization to study, lobby, educate, testify, and 
observe.  Founded in 1920, The League of Women Voters promotes political responsibility through informed, active 
participation in government.  
 
LWV MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC., 12216 Parklawn Dr. , Suite 101, Rockville, MD 20852 
 
Tel: 301-984-9585;  FAX: 301-984-9586;  e-mail: lwvmc@erols.com;  Web site: www.lwvmd.org/mont 
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________________  
ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________________________________________________  
Tel:  (H)  ____________________________   e-mail:  __________________________________________________ 
 ANNUAL DUES:  Regular Membership   $60.00  _______________________ 
      2nd member, same house   $30.00  _______________________ 
      Student Membership   $15.00  _______________________ 
 Make check payable to LWVMC  TOTAL: _______________________ 
Dues include membership in LWVUS, LWVMD, LWV/NCA, L WVMC, subscriptions to LWVMC Newsletter, the Maryland 
Voter and the National Voter. 

 
How do you know if your dues are about to expire? Check your mailing label above. The date in 
the top right-hand corner of your mailing label is your expiration date. We will mail you a reminder when it is 
time to renew. 

  
    

 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
 OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY MD, INC. 
 12216 Parklawn Drive, Suite 101 
 Rockville, MD 20852-1710 

This Newsletter is published by 
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® 
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, INC.  
CITIZEN EDUCATION FUND 
 
Tel:  301.984.9585 
Fax: 301.984.9586 
e-mail:  lwvmc@erols.com 
 
Co-Presidents:  Elaine Apter 

           Diane Hibino 
Co-Editors:       Alyce Ortuzar 
        Nancy Zaharko 
 
E-mail submissions to: 
 newsletter@mont.LWVMD.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 10:00am–3:00pm 
Tuesday: 1pm–5:30pm 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

FEBRUARY 2010 ISSUE 
2009/2010    No. 6 

Deadline for March 2010 
Newsletter is February 10, 2010 

October 14 


