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STATE BOARD LETTER

APRIL  2008

APRIL  

15  (T) 
          LWVMD English Fluency and Literacy Survey due.
  

MAY

1 (Th)                         LWVMD Board meeting, Wilde Lake Interfaith Center, Columbia, 10 a.m. 

9  (F)                          English Fluency study, Judith Heimann’s home, 10 a.m.  

17 (S)                         LWVNCA Convention, Jurys Hotel, 1500 New Hampshire Ave., D.C. 9:30 a.m.             31 (S)   
           LWVMD State Council, 28 John St., Westminster, 9:30 a.m.

JUNE  

3 (T)                            Administration of Justice Study, Carol Sures home, 10 a.m. 

5 (Th)


LWVMD Board meeting, Wilde Lake Interfaith Center, Columbia, 10 a.m.

13 (F)-15 (Su)             LWVUS Convention, Portland, Oregon.
MARYLAND LEAGUERS NAMED TO LWVUS TASK FORCE

Two Maryland League members, LWVMD President Lu Pierson and Montgomery County member Barbara Hankins, have been appointed by LWVUS President Mary Wilson to serve on a newly established Elections Audits Taskforce.  The Taskforce will be co-chaired by LWVUS Board Member Judy Duffy and Norm Turrill (LWV-Oregon), and will focus on what the features of an election auditing process should be in order to best protect the voters and provide confidence in voting. The Taskforce will spend the next months reviewing and researching a number of questions related to election audits, and will provide information to the LWVUS Board.

President’s Message

LEGISLATIVE SESSION ENDS

The 2008 Maryland General Assembly came to an end on April 7, and I would like to acknowledge the hard work that many League members performed during the session to move forward the League priorities and to keep League members and others informed of what was happening in Annapolis. 

Our Action Chair Marjorie Slater-Kaplan was a great orchestra leader, monitoring hundreds of bills and directing our bill-watchers, the reporters for Report from State Circle.  Judith Heimann continued her wonderful work as editor of RSC, and if you are a regular reader of this publication, you are certainly familiar with the names of the reporters.  The RSC wrap-up will be issued next week, and I encourage you to read this balanced and informative recap of the session and to share it with others.

 And of course I want to thank all those League members across the state who responded to our Action Alerts by informing their legislators of our priorities and encouraging their action on particular bills.  This is the heart of the League – members taking action.  Those of you who responded to Action Alerts should be proud.

COUNCIL PLANS

We anticipate that the LWVMD Council, scheduled for May 31 in Westminster (see registration form in this SBL) is going to be informative and interesting.  It’s wonderful that we are being hosted by the newly formed Carroll County League.  Although only two members of each local League are eligible to be delegates to Council, all League members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  The 2009 LWVMD budget is the major “business” to be addressed, and on which delegates will vote.  The remainder of the day will be devoted to updating members about the recent General Assembly session, hearing from your state League board about the exciting membership recruitment initiative, updates on our two studies and other portfolio reports.

STATE LOBBY CORPS? 

As we continue to look for effective ways of pursuing League legislative priorities, the State Board is considering the creation of a state-level Lobby Corps, modeled after the LWVUS Lobby Corps.   We need your input on the ground floor of this effort.  At Council, we hope to get comments from members as to whether you support such an effort and how it could be designed most effectively.

Our lunch speaker for Council will be David Blumberg, chairman of the Maryland Parole Commission.  Having had our curiosity about our corrections system peaked by Secretary Gary Maynard at our Legislative Day event, we will hear Mr. Blumberg talk about how his commission makes decisions as to who should be released from correctional facilities.  Prior to his work with the Parole Commission, Mr. Blumberg was the librarian at the Baltimore City Jail for twenty years, and has many humorous and interesting stories to share.

Finally, we will spend time at Council making plans for Maryland Leaguers’ participation at the June LWVUS Convention in Portland, Oregon.  Carole Conors and Nancy Soreng will discuss the recommended PMP increase, LWVUS program recommendations and suggested by-law changes.  Any League member who is going to be a delegate to the national convention is encouraged to attend Council and participate.  But even if you are not planning to go to Portland, this is your opportunity to express your opinions about the direction of LWVUS for the next two years.

I look forward to seeing many of you at Council.
Lu Pierson

HIGHLIGHTS

 April 7 Board Meeting

Board members are planning for the LWVMD Council on Saturday, May 31, where one agenda item will be gathering input to guide our delegates to the June LWVUS Convention. 

On Thursday, June 26, Joan Trafton will hold Voter Service Workshops for League members who will be preparing Voters Guides and holding candidate forums this fall. (Details inside.)

The Board is considering a proposal to form a LWVMD lobby corps. Look for information in the spring VOTER, and an organizational meeting in the summer.






   Betsy Sexton

Stopping Slots Is League Work

LWVMD has been a member of the Stop Slots Maryland coalition from its inception. Now that the question of whether Maryland will allow slots gambling across the state will be on the ballot for voters in November, it is important that the citizen education effort surrounding this issue move into high gear.  

The coalition’s website has some good information:  www.stopslotsmaryland.com
League members who are interested in planning for and participating in activities over the next six months to educate voters about all the good reasons not to amend the Maryland Constitution to allow this type of gambling should contact Aaron Meisner at StopSlotsMaryland@Gmail.com
Because the State League is frugal with our members’ money, we are not in a position to make substantial monetary donations to this cause.  But what the League can do is provide interested and educated leaders and worker bees to support this League priority.  Please communicate with Stop Slots to see how you can help.                                                                                                                                                              
                                         Lu Pierson

DIRECTIONS TO STATE COUNCIL

If you are coming from the West, get yourself to I-70 and go east to exit 68 for MD-27 N toward Mt. Airy.  Turn left at MD-27 N/Ridge Rd  Continue to follow MD-27 N for 18 miles. Turn left at W Main St/MD-32, and very soon after that turn right at John Street.
 If you are coming from the East, we suggest you avoid I-70 and take I-795 from the Baltimore Beltway, exit 19.  Go to the end, about 9 miles, and merge onto MD-140 toward Westminster for about 12 miles.  Turn left onto Englar road, and left again onto John Street.  

From the South – take I-97 North towards Baltimore.  At exit 17 A ramp take right into I-695 (Baltimore Beltway).  At exit 19 follow instructions above (from the East).

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MARYLAND, Inc.

STATE COUNCIL

Saturday, May 31, 2008 in Westminster MD

John Street Quarters Community Hall,  Westminster Fire Engine and Hose Company #1

28 John Street,   Westminster MD 21158

(Directions on page 3 and in the workbook)
Council is the biennial meeting held by LWVMD in years when we do not have a state League Convention.  The purpose of Council is to adopt the annual budget for LWVMD and to provide a yearly update to League members about LWVMD activities.

Although only two delegates from each local League may vote as delegates, all League members are invited and encouraged to attend.  There will be portfolio reports including an update on the 2007 General Assembly session.   In particular, the lively discussion about the upcoming LWVUS Convention in Portland will be of interest to all Maryland delegates to that Convention and to all League members who want to share their thoughts about the proposed LWVUS dues increase, proposed changes to LWVUS bylaws and adoption of LWVUS program.

Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. and we will adjourn at 2:30 p.m.

Our lunch speaker will be David R. Blumberg, Chairman, Maryland Parole Commission.

All League members who register will receive in the mail a Council Workbook that includes a full Agenda, LWVMD portfolio reports and the proposed budget for 2009 as well as other meeting materials.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RESERVATION FORM – Deadline: May 23, 2008

Name __________________________________      Local League _________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

___ Delegate   ___ Visitor/Guest

Phone __________________________________      Email _______________________________

Cost :   $30.00  includes workbook,  morning coffee and snacks,  and box lunch.

Enclosed check:  _________ 

Mail to:   LWVMD,  106B South Street,  Annapolis MD 21401
LWVMD NEEDS TREASURER VOLUNTEER
Training to Be Provided

Barbara Russell, our very efficient and competent Treasurer, has indicated a desire to leave the LWVMD Board in 2009.  She is willing to train the next Treasurer over the coming year.  The Nominating Committee is looking for a member who is willing to commit to three years of learning and doing the Treasurer’s job.

The Treasurer’s position is crucial to the smooth operation of the LWVMD.  A person needs computer skills, number skills and an understanding of the difference between the advocacy mission of the LWVMD and the educational role of the non-profit Maryland Voter Education Fund.

Are you interested?  Can you recommend someone who would do this well?  Contact:  Carol Filipczak, cfilipczak@comcast.net or 410-730-4994.

FLUENCY AND JUSTICE STUDIES ADVANCE

LWVMD Adult English Fluency and Literacy Study

Questionnaires about Adult Literacy and ESOL services were sent to all local League Presidents in January with an April 15 due date.  The responses are beginning to come in.  THANKS to all the local Leagues who have helped collect data for this project.

The next meeting is Friday, May 9 at 10 a.m. at Judith Heimann’s.  Please contact her at jb.heimann@verizon.net or 301-229-0516 if you plan to attend.

LWVMD Administration of Justice Study

The next meeting is Tuesday, June 3 at 10 a.m. at the home of Carol Sures.  Her address is: 478 Fawns Walk, Annapolis.  Contact Annette Funn at annefunn@prodigy.net ,301-812-1117, or Becky Goode at rmgde@verizon.net , 410-778-1764  if you plan to attend. 

Important Calendar Planning Reminder

The two state studies will be completed and ready for discussion and consensus by your members in the September 08-June 09 work year.  A briefing on the Adult English Fluency and Literacy Study will take place at the September workshop.  A briefing for the Administration of Justice Study will take place at the January Workshop.  All consensus report forms must be turned in to LWVMD by March 6.  

This means that in order to meet the deadline you must schedule meetings on the Adult Literacy Study in October, November, December or January.  Even more critical, you will need to schedule your Administration of Justice Study meetings in late January or February or the first week in March.  The March 6 due date is necessary in order to compile the results and publish any new positions in the convention workbook which is mailed in April.

                                                                                                                                       Nancy Soreng

Voter Service

WORKSHOP PLANNED

          LL Presidents and Voter Service chairs should add to their calendars a General Election workshop to be held Thursday June 26 from 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at the Montgomery County League office, 12216 Parklawn Drive, Suite 101, in Rockville.

         Topics will include:  the status of the LWVMD website, shared Congressional Districts, forums and debates. Those with other concerns may contact Voter Service Director Joan Trafton at jtrafton@verizon.net and they will be addressed.   

NEW QUESTIONS NEEDED
       As soon as possible and before the June 26 meeting described above, local boards, presidents and Voter Service chairs are urged to email Joan Trafton with suggested Congressional questions and/or topics for the fall Voters Guides.

                                   








    Joan Trafton  
ANNUAL MEETING DATES – LOCAL LEAGUES
ALLEGANY

April 26

11:00 a.m.
Puccini’s Restaurant, Cumberland


ANNE ARUNDEL
May 10

10:30 a.m.
Lunch at Chartwell Country Club 

BALTIMORE CITY
May 12

  5:30 p.m.
Cross Keys Inn on Falls Road

BALTIMORE CO.
May 14

  5:30 p.m.
Towson Univ. Auburn House

CALVERT

May 20

  5:00 p.m.
Christ Church Episcopal,  Port Republic 
 

CARROLL

May 3  

11:30 a.m.
Meikeljohn’s Pub, 1438 Liberty Rd., Eldersburg


FREDERICK

May 17

10:30 a.m.
C. Burr Artz Library, Frederick

GARRETT

April 26

  noon

Uno’s Restaurant  Rt. 219

HARFORD 

May 19

  5:00 p.m.
Open Door Café, Bel Air Town Center, 528 Balto. Pike, 











Bel Air

HOWARD

April 28

  7:15 p.m.
Crab Shanty,  Ellicott City

KENT


May 6,  

12:00 noon        Heron Point in Chestertown

MID SHORE

April 25  
  

MEBA, St. Michael’s Road



MONTGOMERY
May 19
 
  6:00 p.m.
Cedar Lane Unitarian Church, potluck  

QUEEN ANNE’S
April 28  
  6:00 p.m.         Annie's Restaurant, Grasonville 

ST. MARY’S

May 18

  2:00 p.m.
Ginni Stein’s house, Lexington Park

WASHINGTON  
May 14

  6:00 p.m.  
Robinwood Center, Hagerstown

NCA


MAY 17 
9:30 A.M.
Juries Hotel,  Dupont Circle in DC
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